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11-12 April 
Training 
 
13 April 
Beginning of the competitions 
7 pm, Cocktail reception at La Demeure du Parc 
 
16 April 
9:30, am Singles plate final 
7 pm, Gala Dinner at La Demeure du Parc  
 
17 April 
9:30 am, Easter Egg hunt in the Jardin de Diane in the castle 
9:30 am, Handicap Doubles final 
11 am, Singles final 
2 pm, Doubles final 
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 gathered a total of 17 players from 

all around the world including the Netherlands. 13 ladies played in the Singles and 6 pairs 
played in the Doubles. The event was completed by a Singles plate and a Doubles 
handicap tournament. 
  
The main competition ended with a fantastic match and a success from the immense 
champion Claire Fahey who won her 6th World title in singles against the young French 
hopeful Lea Van Der Zwalmen. Even if she tried to put up her best resistance, she did not 
find the answers against the experience, the incredible touch and the high-level game 
produced by Claire. It was the first time that Lea was playing at home for a World 
Championship, and despite the result, as Claire said, Lea is taking French ladies’ game to 
an all-new level. We certainly hope that these two champions will have many more 
battles in the future. 
  
 In doubles, Claire was pairing up with her sister Sarah Shuckburgh and they won the title 
against the pair made up of Isabel Candy and Saskia Bollerman. Even if Isabel was 
recovering from injury and Saskia was not able to train much by living in the Netherlands, 
they produced a promising game against the invincible sisters. 
  
The Singles plate was won by Xanthe Ranger who defeated Alex Brodie, and the Doubles 
handicap saw the victory of Alex and Jess Garside against the pair made up of Nicola 
Doble and Alex Brodie, who sadly had to withdraw due to injury. 
  
The club was very proud to be hosting the most prestigious ladies real tennis tournament 
in the world, especially after such challenging times. This event, every eight years in 
France, was an opportunity to showcase the best players in the world and promote our 
wonderful sport, and we are very thankful to both players and sponsors for their crucial 
support. 
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The event was blessed to be labeled by the Alice Milliat Foundation, which is the first 
European foundation for women in sports. This is an important step for real tennis and a 
recognition of the tradition of ladies playing it. 
  
Our sport has a long history dating back to the 14th century as most of us know. It is less 
well known that Margot from Hainaut Province is the first woman named in the modern 
history of sport. She would play in Paris as early as 1427 and regularly beat some of the 
top male amateurs of the time. In the 18th century, prominent figures such as Madame 
Masson and Madame Bunel followed suit. More recently, Claire and Lea have been 
competing on equal terms in, respectively, some of the most prestigious professional and 
amateur tournaments in the world. This tradition of gender equality is something the 
sport of real tennis should be proud of and actively promote. It is our hope that this LWC 
has helped raised the profile of the ladies' game for years to come and attract more 
sponsors.  
  
The week of competition took its promises and was an amazing display 
of sportsmanship, technical skills, and determination. We were so glad this gathering 
brought to the players and spectators a memorable time both on and off the court in the 
beautiful city of Fontainebleau. 
  
It was also our task to raise the standards in organising such an event to match with what 
is normally done for men. Many things could have been better, and some will need to be 
improved in the future of course, but we are confident that one day, the format, as well 
as hosting and sponsoring, will reach what we could see for Men’s World Championship. 
If we were deemed to have contributed to show the way forward for top ladies’ 
tournaments, then we would definitely consider this event as a success! 
  
Thierry Bernard-Tambour 
Chairman 
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Thierry Bernard-Tambour, chairman 
Coordination and teamwork, design (logo, poster, booklets, goodies), sponsors, communication). 
Thomas Dortu, treasurer 
Coordination and teamwork, accounts and budget, entry form management, sponsors, logistic. 
Guillaume Dortu, professional 
Coordination and teamwork, pro, marker, referee for final stages, entry form management. 
Nick Howell, guest professional 
Marker for final stages. 
Jean Deschamps 
Photographer, streaming, concierge service in charge of bookings, communication. 
Adrien Harnay 
Web designer, concierge service, communication. 
Yann Perrier (aka Enny Harlan) 
Composer and producer: special editing, interviews, teaser. 
Mathieu Citerne 
Sound manager, streaming. 
Emmanuel Gérard 
Streaming, logistic. 
Baudouin Huynh 
Assistant marker and concierge service. 
Charles Durand 
Logistic manager. 
Adeline Sansig 
Logistic, reception. 
Marion Lavocat 
Logistic, reception. 
Roch Lévy 
Logistic, reception. 
Romain Guey 
Logistic, reception. 
Athmane Belhal 
Logistic, reception. 
Frederika Adam 
Sponsors. 
Tom Dutheil 
Sponsors. 
Olivier Michel 
Sponsors. 
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Part of the organization team attending the gala diner 
©Frederika Adam 

 

 
 

Reception desk 
©Frederika Adam 

 

 
 

The streaming corner in the dedans 
©Cercle du jeu de paume 

 

 
 

The markers: Nick, Guillaume and Baudouin 
©Jean Deschamps 
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THE DEDICATED DESIGN AND GRAPHIC CHART WERE INSPIRED BY THE 1950’s, AS A TRIBUTE TO 
PIERRE ETCHEBASTER LAST WORLD CHAMPION TITLE (1952) 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Used in all publications, editing, dedicated products and in the grille  
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Example of VIP invitation 
 
 

 
 

LWC organization team badge 
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Tickets design for matches, cocktail and dinner 
(before being filled automatically online) 
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Official entry form 
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Complimentary t-shirt for LWC players 
 
 
 
 

 
Official polo shirt (plain back) 
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Complimentary tote bag for LWC players 

(Filled with welcome gifts including LWC T-shirt, LWC booklet, some sponsor vouchers, Fontainebleau 
castle guide, etc.) 

 

 

 
 

Dedicated Glass Mementoes 
Octagonal with diamond shape rim 

Winner H. 22 cm 
Runner up H. 20 cm 

Doubles winner H. 20 cm 
Doubles runner up H. 17 cm 
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All the sponsor logos, along with details and explanations of their services and/or products were listed 
at the end of the LWC booklet. 
 

         
 

Large sponsor display panel at the entrance of the tennis court during matches and at La Demeure du 
Parc during the cocktail and dinner 

*Special thanks to Pol Roger for helping with providing Champagne despite not being able to be 
quoted regarded to French Laws 

 

 
 

Waiting screen during streaming 
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L’Équipe Magazine  
N°2067, 23 April 2022, pp. 42-45 (central pages) 
● Weekly magazine from the most famous daily sport newspaper in France: L’Équipe. 
● Between 150 and 200,000 print copies. 
● 3,000,000 viewers (including WEB and PDF format, source: ACPM) 
● https://explore.lequipe.fr/Tous-sports/Article/A-fontainebleau-le-jeu-de-paume-toujours-en-court/1328857 

    
 

 
 

 

https://explore.lequipe.fr/Tous-sports/Article/A-fontainebleau-le-jeu-de-paume-toujours-en-court/1328857
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Le Bellifontain 
N°2, p.17 
● New monthly town magazine. 
● 8,000 print copies + WEB and PDF format 
● https://www.fontainebleau.fr/publications-131/le-bellifontain-002-2420.html?cHash=785a6882643411a517c83a349caa1b7b 
 

 
 
 

 
A dedicated website forwarded to all the real tennis governing bodies and including streaming link, 
online booking page, matches, live updated draws, teaser, special editing of the Singles final and 
photos: 
https://realtennis-lwc-2022.com 
 
*Interviews of all the players will be added during Summer as a follow up memento. 
 
LWC Teaser released a month prior the event is also online on Facebook and on our YouTube channel: 
https://youtu.be/e4E5eNmCoKk 
 
As well as the special editing of the Singles final: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dop326_n7qA 

https://www.fontainebleau.fr/publications-131/le-bellifontain-002-2420.html?cHash=785a6882643411a517c83a349caa1b7b
https://realtennis-lwc-2022.com/
https://youtu.be/e4E5eNmCoKk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dop326_n7qA


 

21 

 
 

The Diane Garden 
©Thierry Bernard-Tambour 

 
 

 
 

The tennis court from the Diane Garden 
©Thierry Bernard-Tambour 
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The entrance of tennis court from the castle’s main courtyard 
©Thierry Bernard-Tambour 

 

 
 

The tennis court from the grille 
©Thierry Bernard-Tambour 
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The grille 
©Jean Deschamps 

 

 
 

La Demeure du Parc (hosting the cocktail and Gala dinner) 
©all rights reserved 
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The players at the Gala dinner 
©Jean Deschamps 

 
 

 
 

The players and the markers wearing the “Vigrass” headband 
©Jean Deschamps 
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Gala Dinner 
©Frederika Adam 

 
 

Prize ceremony for the Singles plate during Gala dinner: 
Alex Brodie (runner up) and Xanthe Ranger (winner) 

©Frederika Adam 



 

26 

Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday morning 
©Frederika Adam 
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Claire Fahey, winner of the Singles, World 
champion 2022 & Robert Fahey 
©Thierry Bernard-Tambour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lea Van Der Zwalmen, 

runner up 
©Jean Deschamps 
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Claire Fahey & Sarah Shuckburgh, winners of the Doubles
©Jean Deschamps 

 

 
 

Saskia Bollerman & Isabel Candy, runners up
©Jean Deschamps 
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Saskia Bollerman & Isabel Candy, Sarah 
Shuckburgh & Claire Fahey 
©Thierry Bernard-Tambour 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Jess & Alex Garside, winners of the Handicap Doubles 
©Jean Deschamps 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alex Brodie & Nicola Doble, runners up  

©Jean Deschamps 
 
 


